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“It is annoying that every time a camera crew comes 
to Grangemouth they always point their cameras at 
the chimneys and the flares”   
                                                              Chair of Grangemouth Community Council

Images of Grangemouth within this report. 
If you put “images of Grangemouth” into any internet search engine the vast majority of 
images will include the petrochemical complex at Grangemouth. In response to the quote 
above from the chair of the Community Council, during research for this report we asked 
residents what images they would prefer to represent their town. Responses were mixed 
as some people feel  proud of  the industrial  heritage of  the town.  Time and again the 
beauty  of  the  industry  was  discussed  with  the  reference  to  “our  own  Blackpool 
Illuminations” being used to describe the night sky above the town. Nearly every time the 
BBC comes to town they go to the same spot at Grangemouth Ski Slope which overlooks 
the industry. When asked what images would represent the Grangemouth community the 
number  of  community  resources  around  the  town,  including  the  stadium  and  sports 
complex was suggested. The photograph on the front page is a  public mural  designed by 
Alan  Davie  which  has  been  on  display  at  Grangemouth  town  centre  since  1975.  All 
photographs in this report have been taken by members of the local Friends of the Earth 
group.

Friends of the Earth Falkirk are a local group of Friends of the Earth Scotland. Local 
volunteers campaign on international issues such as climate change and climate 
justice, national issues such as waste and transport and local issues such as food 
and  cycling.  All  its  work  is  focused  on  a  goal  of  environmental  justice  and 
campaigning for the planet and its people. 



This report  in an attempt to give residents of  Grangemouth, and 
other interested  people, an opportunity to express their feelings on 
the  developments  being proposed within  the town.  The planning 
process can be a very technical and disempowering process. This 
report  is  an  attempt  to  gather  the  thoughts  and feelings  without 
being restricted to planning technicalities.

Background to The Power of Grangemouth Voices report.

The town of Grangemouth is located within the central belt  of Scotland. The town was 
established around a port on the River Forth. Grangemouth remains the second biggest 
port in Scotland but since the 1940's the economy of Grangemouth has focussed primarily 
on the petrochemical industry. The current roll call of corporations includes some of the 
largest  players  in  the  industry,  including  BP,  INEOS,  Dow and  Syngenta.  One  street, 
Bo'ness Road, is home to three of the county's biggest carbon polluters and at night the 
town has a spectacular glow, as the factories are illuminated day and night. 

In September 2010 Forth Energy submitted a planning application for the construction and 
operation of a 100 MW Biomass Power Station within the Port of Grangemouth. There 
were significant numbers of local objections to the plant. According to Falkirk Council's 
Development Services, 986 objections to the application and no letters of support were 
submitted  to  the  Scottish  Government.   The  majority  of  opposition  came  from  within 
Grangemouth Community,  including from Grangemouth Community Council,  as well  as 
from neighbouring community councils for Polmont and Bo'ness. Falkirk Council formally 
objected on 20 June 2011. Its objection was based on the height,  massing, scale and 
location of the plant.

A number of organisations which objected to Forth Energy's proposal have joined together 
under  the  grouping  of  Grangemouth  Community  Council  Third  Party  Coalition. 
Organisations represented within the coalition include Grangemouth Community Council, 
Polmont Community Council,  Bo’ness Community Council,  Biofuelwatch, Friends of the 
Earth Falkirk, Friends of the Earth Stirling and River Carron Fisheries Management Group.

In May 2012 a Public Inquiry will be held to consider Forth Energy's plans for the Biomass 
Power Plant. The Inquiry will consider the following themes over a two week period:

• Principles and policy matters
• Air quality
• Fuel and sustainability
• Water pollution and fishery issues
• Siting and design matters

It is easy to challenge facts and technical data but it is  
is not as easy to challenge feelings and perceptions. 



Principles and policy matters

My feelings are..... 
“The  Biomass  is  being  proposed  in  the  wrong 
location too near houses. I don't know how many jobs 
will come with it, so we can do well without it. There 
will be more transport on the roads and there will be  
more congestion with the ASDA development.” 
                                                                        Harry Dougall

“It  seems that  the community  
has had to put  up with more 
than  it's  fair  share  of  dirty  
development.”

                                                                     Lucy Brown

    

“It is by no means a foregone conclusion that Forth 
Energy  will  receive  permission  to  build  any  of  the 
current  set  of  their  proposed biomass plants,”  says 
Greener  Leith’s  spokesman.  “For  Forth  Energy,  as 
well  as  residents  of  Rosyth,  Dundee  and 
Grangemouth,  a  lot  hinges  on  the  outcome  of  the 
public  enquiry  that  will  take  place  into  the 
Grangemouth power plant.”   

Size Matters: How big is too big in the debate over biomass energy  
Holyrood Magazine

http://www.holyrood.com/articles/2012/03/12/size-matters-how-big-is-too-big-in-the-debate-over-biomass-
energy/

http://www.holyrood.com/articles/2012/03/12/size-matters-how-big-is-too-big-in-the-debate-over-biomass-energy/
http://www.holyrood.com/articles/2012/03/12/size-matters-how-big-is-too-big-in-the-debate-over-biomass-energy/


Principles and policy matters

“There is a very big issue on renewable energy.  If  
there is a place for biomass plants in the world and if  
we really, really need these plants then why don't they  
use the sites at Longannet, Cockenzie, or Kincardine 
and not in Grangemouth. Having lived in here for 55 
years I really feel we are being chocked by industry,  
which is no benefit  to Grangemouth with regards to  
employment. I feel Grangemouth is turning into a ugly,  
ugly town. Something needs to be done because it''s  
all gone ugly and pear shaped.”                      Ann Thornton 

                   

“There is far too much industry being introduced into 
Grangemouth.  It  is  already  heavily  overloaded  with  
emissions and the infrastructure cannot cope with an 
increased load.”                                  Public meeting participant

                       Grangemouth Community Council Public Meeting Thursday 29th March 2012



Principles and policy matters

“People  talk  about  Grangemouth  as  an  industrial  
community and this is like a red rag to a bull to most  
of us. It's a community first- and sometimes you get  
the  feeling  organisations  forget  people  actually  live  
here.” 

Walter Inglis, Grangemouth Community Council Convener

“Grangemouth residents need to wake up and pay 
attention and take action in regards to the planning 
issues around the town. Grangemouth has been sold  
short by the planning system. 

I  thought  it  was  Scottish  Government  policy  that  
biomass plants should be close to the source of the 
wood. When they run out of trees what else will they 
want to burn.”                                                    Albert Gray

“Since the Forth  Energy proposal  there has been public 
concern  about  the  planning  consideration  for  the  ASDA 
distribution centre at the old ICI recreational grounds next to  
the  busy Earlsgate  roundabout.  Most  residents  were  first  
aware  of  this  when  they  saw  the  mature  trees  being 
uprooted  and  the  social  club  demolished.  Recent  news 
includes discussion of a coal-fired power station with carbon 
capture and storage being proposed for the town. All  the 
recent  development  proposals  have some claim to  being 
environmentally friendly- as defined by big business.” 

Norman Philip Friends of the Earth Falkirk



Grangemouth Residents R.O.C Scottish Parliament

Environmental  groups  and  residents  from  Grangemouth,  Dundee,  and 
Edinburgh  gathered outside the Scottish Parliament on 19th April 2012 to call 
on  the  Scottish  Government  to  stop  subsidising  big  biomass  as  'green' 
energy.

“The government needs to remove 
subsidies for all large scale biomass if 
community renewables are to be given 
a chance, and if we are to avoid further 
deforestation. The biomass industry is 
being artificially inflated by heavy 
subsidies, which are driving up demand 
for wood and pushing up prices.”
             Biofuelwatch Campaigner Emilia Hanna

The event at the Scottish Parliament was an opportunity to hear what residents from other 
towns where Forth Energy has plans for Biomass Power Plants. Forth Energy pulled the 
plug  on  its  plans  for  a  large  biomass power  station  in  Leith  in  February.  However,  it 
remains  committed  to  building  its  three  other  projects  at  Grangemouth,  Dundee,  and 
Rosyth.

“The Leith  community  is  happy  that  Forth  Energy  have 
withdrawn in our area for now, but other areas of Scotland 
are threatened with massive, inefficient and unsustainable 
biomass burning plants. The only way to stop the expansion 
of big biomass is to stop subsidising it, and that's what we 
are asking the Scottish Government to do."
                                                 Sally Millar, Campaigner at No Leith Biomass Campaign

“I don't want my grandchildren to grow up in a desert. 
It is quicker to cut down a tree then it is to grow one. Mr 
Forth Energy says it is renewable when this is clearly 
hypocritical”

Mary Hendreson, Dundee



“We  are threatened with a massive biomass 
plant  at  Dundee,  just  like  Grangemouth,  and 
share  the  legitimate  local  concerns  about  the 
visual impact on the city, the impact on the air 
quality,  and on the estuarine environment from 
hot water overflow.

We  want  the  Scottish  Government  to  recognise  the 
international  impacts  on subsistence  communities  pushed 
off their land to make way for monoculture plantations, on 
native forests with their rich biodiversity, and on global food 
prices.

We believe that biomass should used efficiently in local CHP 
schemes, not wasted in big electricity plants with only token 
heat  production-  and  the  impact  on  CO2  levels  will  be 
significant. This in NOT zero carbon. 

Andrew, Friends of the Earth Tayside

“I am a member of Action Against Agrofuels and I took part 
in the protest at Grangemouth Docks last year, and as such 
I have very strong views about who damaging large scale 
Biomass plants such as the one proposed for Grangemouth 
would  be.  So  all  subsidies  must  be  stopped  now,  which 
would  probably/  hopefully  lead  to  the  proposed  Biomass 
plants being cancelled”
                                                                                          Ally Coutts, Aberdeen



Siting and design matters        My feelings are.. 
“I am concerned about what is happening in Grangemouth 
with all the current planning proposals. The infrastructure in  
Grangemouth  is  not  up  to  coping  with  all  the  new 
developments in addition to the existing industry. I am also 
concerned  about  the  condition  of  the  roads  around  the 
town. Grangemouth appears to be a dumping ground with  
no benefits to the residents.” 

Anthony Gray

Grangemouth  appears  to  be  the 
dumping  ground  for  all  sorts  of 
industry  which  no  one  else  wants” 
Letter to the Editor, Falkirk Herald

                          
“I am concerned that Grangemouth is being strangled by 
industry  and that  the  people  who reside in  the  town are  
never considered.”                               
                                                                   Cllr. Robert Spears

“Grangemouth  is  gradually  being  swallowed  up  by  the 
industry  and it  is  starting  to  look like  an industrial  estate 
rather than it's previous sought after residential town.”

Lynn McGaw



“The  refinery in  the  background appears  as  a  forest  of  aluminum spires, 
drums and pipework interspersed with extensive steam plumes and bursts of 
fire, creating a futuristic backdrop to the site.”          
                                                 Forth Energy Design Concept Statement¹

“Living in Oswald Avenue this building is going to be 
a  monstrosity  for  local  residents.  Yet  again  
Grangemouth will  earn  nothing from rising buildings 
and  heavy  haulage  on  the  roads.  As  for  the  ICI  
grounds this  is  a disgrace that  lovely green ground 
has been demolished for big industry and more traffic.  
More effort should be put into our town centre or what  
is left of it!!!”                                                     Amelia Hanna

“The area surrounding the development site is flat, with the Forth Estuary to 
the north. To the south is the town of Grangemouth, which is sandwiched 
between the industrial  complexes on Earls  Road to  the west  of  the town 
(comprising chemical works, timber yards and other industrial users), and the 
Grangemouth Refinery and petrochemical complexes to the north and east of 
the town. To the south, Grangemouth is bordered by the M9 motorway.” 
                                                     Forth Energy Design Concept Statement¹

¹ http://www.forthenergy.co.uk/pdf/grangemouth-consent-application/2011-03-09/Chapter%204.pdf 

http://www.forthenergy.co.uk/pdf/grangemouth-consent-application/2011-03-09/Chapter%204.pdf


Air quality              My feelings are..... 
“The town has enough pollution, poor air quality and 
insufficient infrastructure to support this.”  Kathleen McIntosh

“Grangemouth is  an existing  Air  Quality 
Management  Area.  The  introduction  of 
this biomass facility will reduce the current 
headroom available  to  the  community  to 
cope  with  any  further  air  pollution. 
Residents of this town should be afforded 
the benefit of improved air quality and not 
have to  further  suffer  as  such benefit  is 
merely passed to other polluters to use.” 

Tom Brown 

“Grangemouth is already the location for a number of  
hazardous  industries.  The  local  infrastructure  and 
vicinity to residential housing does not allow for any 
further  hazardous  developments.  Local  residents  
have  had  enough  and  do  not  want  any  further  
problems in this respect. No more noise pollution, air  
pollution, traffic pollution.”                               Fraser Binnie
                                               

“We  have  enough  smell,  fumes  and  traffic  in  
Grangemouth at the moment without any more. Why 
us, find somewhere else!”                             Annie Farquhar
  



                                                                                                                   

“I  don't  think  that 
Grangemouth  needs 
another industrial  site.  It  
will  not  benefit  the 
residents  in  any  way. 
Apart  from  pollution,  
extra traffic, it will be an 
eyesore that the children 
of  Grangemouth  can do 
without  growing  up.  Put 
the  money  into 
something of worth.” 

Zetland Park Grangemouth  photo: Simon Glen                                   Vikki Cochrane 

“If you got the health statistics for this town I think they 
would be frightening. I see so may sick people- nobody is 
doing that survey are they?”                                Jean McKay

“Grangemouth  is  a  community  as  well  as  an  
industrial  town.  The  air  quality  has  improved  over  
time.  I  would  like  this  to  continue NOT go back to  
what  it  once  was  or  worse!  I  do  not  want  
Grangemouth  to  become  a  dumping  ground  for  
Scotland's  rubbish.  If  the  furnaces  were  to  change 
from  burning  wood  to  burning  rubbish  etc.  I  am 
against biomass coming to Grangemouth.”
                                                                               Peter McBride



Fuel and sustainability      My feelings are..... 
“I  thought  it  was  Scottish  Government  policy  that  
biomass plants should be close to the source of the 
wood. When they run out of trees what else will they 
want to burn.”                                                    Albert Gray 

I  am  concerned  that  Forth  Energy  will  be  bringing  
contaminated  wood  in  from  other  countries.  The 
chemicals these countries use on trees are banned in  
Britain. Economically if Forth Energy were to win the 
public  enquiry  it  would  have  devistating  effects  for  
Grangemouth.  Some local  firms would close due to  
the  increased  price  of  wood,  resulting  in  higher  
unemployment.

Helen McGann

“Biomass does have a role to play as a potentially  
beneficial source of energy, but it needs to be using  
local  supply,  sustainably  sourced  and  primarily  for  
heat.  One  of  the  most  important  things  is  the 
efficiency of  use,  and if  you burn it  for  heat  it’s  far  
more efficient than for electricity. In Scotland, it would  
be  most  relevant  for  households  that  are  off  the 
electricity grid – very rural households.” 

Francis Stuart, Friends of the Earth Scotland 



Consultation
Forth Energy held a  public exhibition of their proposals in Grangemouth in February 2011 
48 people completed questionnaires providing feedback on their views. Forth Energy claim 
visitors to the exhibition were substantially in favour of renewable energy generation, in 
favour of biomass as a source of renewable energy and supportive of the positive benefits 
that such a development will bring to Grangemouth.

Do you support the principle of renewable energy generation?
Yes 98%    No 2%     

Do you support the use of Biomass as a source of renewable energy? 
Yes   83%     Don’t Know  17% 

                                
Do you believe this proposed renewable energy plant will bring positive benefits to 
Grangemouth? 

   Yes   90%   No   2% Don't Know  8%   
                                                                                              

 Total: 48 Questionnaires  

        Community Consultation
Friends of the Earth Falkirk went onto the streets of Grangemouth in May 
2012 to ask total strangers the Forth Energy consultation questions to see 
what the difference would be in the run up to the public enquiry.

Q1. Do you support the principle of renewable energy generation? 
       Yes 67%   No 16.5%   Dont Know 16.5% 

Q2. Do you support the use of Biomass as a source of renewable energy? 
       Yes 39%    No 47%     Don’t Know 14%  

Q3. Do you believe this proposed renewable energy plant will bring positive 
benefits to Grangemouth?  
        Yes 36%   No 53%     Don't Know 11%

Total: 36 Questionnaires



    Feedback from the community consultation

• We would not have called the Forth Energy proposal a "renewable energy plant" in 
question 3 if we were not replecating the Forth Energy questions . We would have 
called it a Large Scale Biofuel Plant. The way Forth Energy asked the questions we 
feel was leading people to say yes to question three if they answered yes to 
question 1 and 2. 

• We were surprised that there were  still a  number of people in Grangemeouth who 
were not aware of the Forth Energy proposals. We did not try and influence people's 
answers but took the opportunity after conducting our poll to give information about 
the proposal and explain the issues which will be discussed at the Public Enquiry. 

• There was a number of people- specifically males- who saw the proposal as an 
opportunity to bring jobs to the town and this was the most important aspect for 
consideration is it was good or bad. 
"It will bring work and any work is a good thing". 

"It would be employment for the town. We have the skill base 
in the town and we have people looking for employment". 

• We had expected fewer people to support the principle of renewable energy 
because of the negative tone of recent media coverage in regards to renewables 
and the number of developments being proposed at Grangemouth with claims that 
they are all renewable. 

• A few people commented "at least it is better than coal" and a number of people 
agreed with the principle but took issue with the proposed sighting within the town. 

Norman Philip
Friends of the Earth Falkirk

Thanks:
This report was only made possible by local residents who took the time to share their 
feelings with our volunteer researchers. We made every effort to try and get voices beyond 
the “usual suspects” and took time to visit community groups and speak to strangers in the 
street.

I would like to thank the volunteers from Friends of the Earth Falkirk and Stirling and Hana 
MacKechnie, a community education student on placement at Friends of the Earth 
Scotland, for their time and for the courage to walk up to strangers and ask about their 
feelings.

The work of the Grangemouth Community Council Third Party Coalition has been 
inspirational. So many people have given their time freely to stand up for a cause they 
believe in against considerable odds and within an unrealistic timescale.



Grangemouth Public Enquiry

Forth  Energy  (a  joint  venture  between  Forth  Ports  and  Scottish  & 
Southern  Energy)  has  made  an  application  to  the  Scottish  Ministers 
under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate a 
Biomass Renewable  Energy Plant  in  the  Port  of  Grangemouth.  It  will 
have a net electrical output of 100 Megawatts (MWe). 

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit 
has instructed the Directorate for Planning and 
Environmental Appeals (DPEA) to hold a public 
inquiry into the application.

The public  enquiry  will  be held at  the Grange 
Manor  Hotel,  Glensburgh  Road,  Grangemouth 
between  Monday  21-  Thursday  24  May  and 
Monday 28- Thursday 31 May 2012.

Any member of the public may attend.

Documents relating to the Inquiry can be viewed online on 
the website of the Scottish Government Directorate for 
Planning and Environmental Appeals. 
On entering the website you will be asked to accept the terms and conditions by 
completing a tick box and selecting "Continue". When presented with the "Recent 
Decisions" page, select the "Simple Search" tab, enter the word "biomass" in the "Search 
by case reference:" field and then click on the word go. 

http://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/
http://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/
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